INTERNATIONAL iZMIR POLYPHONIC CHOIRS FESTIVAL
2026

21-24 May 2026

izmir Metropolitan Municipality & Turkish Polyphonic Choirs Association, izmir
Branch

A- PURPOSE OF THE FESTIVAL

The aim of the festival is to contribute to giving our national music a universal dimension
through polyphonic choral music, to encourage choirs, choir conductors, and music
educators working in this field by providing them the opportunity to showcase their activities,
to strengthen social relations among choirs and their members through the concerts held
during the festival, and to allow people to listen to distinguished examples of Turkish and
world choral music through concerts as well as radio and TV broadcasts.

The festival will be held in izmir from May 21 to 24, 2026.
May 21-22, 2026 / Ahmed Adnan Saygun Arts Center, Small Hall
May 23-24, 2026 / Ahmed Adnan Saygun Arts Center, Grand Hall

B- APPLICATION CONDITIONS FOR THE FESTIVAL.:
e Application Deadline: February 22, 2026. Participation in the festival is free of
charge.
The number of participants is limited to 75 choirs.
Choirs must submit, at the time of application, a rehearsal video recording made
within the last three (3) months and featuring their current ensemble,
performing one of the works they plan to present at the festival.
At least two of the works in the choirs’ repertoire must be polyphonic.
These videos will be evaluated by the artistic committee, and the choirs deemed
suitable will be accepted to the festival.
Applications from choirs that do not submit a video recording will not be considered.
Choirs wishing to participate in the festival are required to submit the following
information via the “Google Form” at https://tinyurl.com/korofest2026
e Applications from choirs that fail to submit their information by this date will be
considered invalid.
In the first application
*Biography (up to 250 words) and collective photo of the choir
* Biography (up to 250 words) and photo of the conductor
*Performance video link are required.

* * Repertoire information and a list of choir members will be requested at a later
stage from the choirs whose applications are accepted. At least two of the works in
the choirs’ repertoire must be polyphonic.



C.FESTIVAL RULES:

1) Polyphonic choirs of all levels, both professional and amateur (including preschool,
children’s, youth, adult, women’s, men’s choirs, etc.), may participate in the festival.

2) On the opening day of the festival, a procession is planned with the choirs that are able to
participate.

3) Choirs will be able to take part in the festival with a concert lasting a minimum of 10
minutes and a maximum of 20 minutes. These durations should be considered as total
time on stage (including the concert, intervals between pieces, and applause). Choirs that
exceed the allotted time during their concerts will not be allowed to complete their
performances.

4) Conductors, administrators, and members of the choirs participating in the festival are
required to refrain from any behavior or actions that are contrary to the spirit and objectives
of the festival or that may be upsetting to other choirs.

5) It is important for choirs participating in the festival to listen to other choirs and take part in
the other activities of the festival in order to experience and promote the spirit of the festival.

6) Choirs patrticipating in the festival (especially those coming from outside the city) will be
asked which day they prefer to attend. Efforts will be made to accommodate these
preferences; however, ultimately the choirs will be required to perform at the venues and
times determined by the committee and communicated to them.

7) Choirs participating in the festival will be responsible for covering their own transportation
and accommodation expenses.

Participation in the festival is free of charge.

8) In the evaluation of each choir, only its own activity and the artistic qualities demonstrated
in its own concert will be taken into consideration. No comparison will be made with other
choirs.

9) All responsibility regarding the works performed by the choirs at the festival rests with the
choirs themselves. The content of the pieces performed must not violate the law or human
dignity, must not carry political messages, and must not undermine national unity or
territorial integrity, be demoralizing, or lack artistic value.

10) Video recordings of the concerts held in the halls will be made by the izmir Metropolitan
Municipality and will be provided free of charge to choirs that request them.

11) All copyright for the concerts organized within the scope of the festival belongs to the
izmir Metropolitan Municipality. Any materials obtained during the festival cannot be used
without the written permission of the izmir Metropolitan Municipality (izBB).



12) The works in the choirs’ repertoire must be performed "faithfully to the original". The
notation written by the composer must not be altered, and if there is an original piano
accompaniment, it must be performed as written.

13) At least two of the works in the choirs’ repertoire must be polyphonic.
D.FESTIVAL AWARDS:

The choirs participating in the festival are evaluated by the “Festival Evaluation Committee”
without competing against each other and are artistically awarded in the musical category in
which they receive the highest score. There is no ranking of importance among these artistic
awards. Each award is of equal artistic value.

The awards to be given based on the musical evaluations are as follows (in
alphabetical order):

Ahmed Adnan Saygun Award for Excellence in Performance of a Work
Award for Excellence in the Performance of a Work with Instrumental
Accompaniment

Award for Excellence in the Performance of a Children’s Song

Award for Excellence in Movement, Choreography, and Staging

Award for Excellence in Diction, Articulation, and Clarity

Award for Excellence in Intonation, Blend, and Choral Tone

Award for Excellence in Festival Participation

Award for Excellence in Repertoire Selection Suitable for the Choir’s Level
Award for Excellence in Musicality and Musical Dynamics

Award for Excellence in Piano Accompaniment

Award for Excellence in Program Variety and Diversity

Award for Excellence in Rhythmic Cohesion and Synchronization

Award for Excellence in the Performance of a Solo Work

Award for Excellence in Performing a Work According to Its Genre and Stylistic
Characteristics

e Award for Excellence in Choir-Conductor Coordination in Interpreting a Work

Each performing choir will be awarded a certificate of achievement and a plaque based on
its artistic criteria.



